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PLUMS: A COMPARISON OF VARIETIES. 
BY W. J. GREEN. 
The first planting' of plum trees in the Station orchard was made 
in 1893, and new varieties have been added each year since, until the 
collection now embraces about 175 varieties. About half of the total 
number bore fruit in 1899; and a smaller number in the years 1898 
and 1897. 
Careful notes have been made, but the time has been too short for 
critical comparisons, in most cases. As far as possible, observations have 
been extended to varieties fruiting in other orchards in various parts 
of the state, but this method has not been found practicable except with 
comparatively few varieties. These few varieties are those which have 
been quite generally planted and their value pretty well determined. 
Wherever positive opinion is expressed in these notes it may be under-
stood that it is the result of ubservations made both here and elsewhere, 
and in many cases the views of the other observers have been incorporated. 
Positive assertions concerning varieties must be taken provisionally; how-
ever. Because of dissit1Jilar soil and conditions, different observers may 
disagree, and because of variable seasons any observer may be obliged 
to modify his views from time to tirne. 
Although incomplete and preliminary to a fuller account, it is thought 
best to publish the following notes, for there is increasing interest in 
plum culture and considerable inquiry concerning varieties.", While fruit 
growers may not feel much interest in the classification of plums, not car-
ing to know the .botanical relation of a variety, provided its practical 
value is understood, it is often a matter of convenience to arrange varie-
ties in groups. , For this reason the accepted grouping is followed, but 
some groups are not included because representatives of all have not 
fruited here. It is considered sufficient to characterize the groups briefly, 
without giving botanical description in full. 
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NATIVE PLUMS. 
There ·are several classes, or. groups, of n~tive plums, but the divid-
ing lines are not, in all cases, plain. It is well, however, to keep some 
general distinctions in mind. 
The reputation of native plums has suffered considerably because 
of the fact that many worthless varieties have been introduced, and also 
owing to the fact that a great many trees have. been propag,ated by 
budding on peach stocks. Thus the impression has become general that 
native plums are poor in quality and very short lived. But few general 
statements can be, made concerning the native sorts, although it might 
be safely said that they suffer less from the attacks of tire curculio and 
are less liable to rot thap dot:nestica varieties ; besides, they are hardier.· 
It is better, however, to consider them by classes, as in this manner the 
distinctions can be more clearly drawn." Native plums are unfertile 
when a single variety is planted by itself. In a mixed plantation, con-
sisting of Natives, Japanese and European, it may not be necessary to give· 
this nia~ter attention, but if only a few trees of native sorts are planted, 
care should be taken to include two· or more varieties blooming at about 
the same time, to insure cross fertilization. 
THE AMERICANA GROUP. 
This is the hardiest type of native plums and is .found growing-
wild in tne nqrthern part of the United States and Canada. The trees. 
are vigorous in growth, with large, thick, dark green leaves. The fruit 
is firm; with thick, tough skin, dull in color, but usually of high quality, 
and late in ripening. · 
A disease known as "plum pockets" often attacks the leaves and 
fruit of this species, and the trees are subject to a blight which often, 
does serious damage. In the central and southern portion of the state 
the leav.es sometimes drop prematurely, probably from the effect of the 
leaf rust. Black knot, shot-hole fungus and fruit rot do not trouble 
varieties of tbis class seriously, nor does tbe curculio harm them· to· 
.the same extent that it does European varieties. More or less astring~ncy 
is usually found next to the skin and stone, and this comes out more· 
decided)y in cooking, but in delicacy of flavor nearly all of tbe varieties. 
stand high. 
Owing to dull color and rather unattractive appearance, but few 
varieties of this class are likely to prove profitable for market in this. 
state, except in a limited way; but some are very desirable for home use. 
AMERICAN EAGLE:- One of the best of.the native sorts. The trees. 
are vigorous and prolific; fruit medium to large; about one and one-
fourth inches in diameter; purplish; sweet but with some. acidity of . 
skin and stone. Season of ripening medium. Although no variety of 
this class can be counted as equal in value 111 this section t0 the best 
European sorts, the American Eagle is. worthy of general trial. 
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CHAMPION: -.One of the largest of the class; the fruits often·attain-
ing nearly one and one-half inches in diameter,. Rather a dull, purplish · 
red; sweet except at skin and stone. Late in ripening_ and may prove 
valuable for market because or this fact, in connection with its large size. 
CoLORADO QuEEN:- Fruited here one season only, but seems to be 
valuable, especially because of ·good quality. Not quite as large as de-
. sirable, h<?Wever. 
CHENEY.; - 0ne of the earliest of this class. Fruit about orte and '· -one~ fourth inches in diameter, nearly spherical; purplish; of excellent J: 
quality and ~with but little astringency of skin and stone. Because of 
earliness, large size and good quality, this variety·is deserving of extended 
trial. In a small way it may be found profitable for market, but it is 
particularly recommended for home· use. 
HAWKEYE:- The largest plum of the class in fruit here the past 
season, often .nearly one and one-half inchec; in diameter, and nearly 
globular in form. Fruit purplish, rather dull in color; flesh sweet but 
with considerable a-cidity of skin and stone.. Possibly it might not suc-
ceed in the southern pa:rt of the state, but .in the northern· section it 
would, most llkely, prove profitable for market iri a smallway. For home 
use.-it is desirable and worthy of trial. 
ILLINOIS IRONCLAD:- Vigorous and prolific; rather above medium 
size, scarlet, but the abundant bloom makes the fruit appear dull; sweet, 
but acid at stone. Not as large as the Hawkeye but has better foliage. 
Worthy of trial. • 
KICKAPOO:- Tree very. open in habit, and needs shortening in to. 
induce a more stocky growth; fruit medium to large, rather dull in color; 
quality good. Fruit drops as soon as ripe, and even before. 
LouiSA :- One of the largest and best of the class. Tree vigorous 
and prolific; fruit large and of good quality. Midseason. 
LE Due:- A prdlific midseason variety of excellent quality. Pos-
sibly too small for market, but its high quality entitles it to a place in 
the home garden. 
RoLLINGSTONE:- A vigorous and prolific variety, of ·good quality, 
but the fruit is -dull in color and drop:" very easily before fairly ripe. It 
is worthy of a place in the family' orchard but may not prove prdfitable 
for market. 
WoLF:- A very prolific freestone of medium size and fair quality, 
ripening in mklseason. Inclined to overbear, but it may be counted as 
one of the tnost reliable of its class. 
WEAVER:- Medium tc;> large, red, mottled, of good quality, with but 
little acidity of stone and skin. Does very well here a.lthough rather dull 
in color for market. It does not drop as badly as most American 
. ' ,,, 
varieties. ·" 
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YELLOW SwEET:- Tree quite vigqrous and prolific, forming a sym-
metrical and bushy top;. fruit of medium size, yellow, sweet; excellent 
for eating raw, A single tree for home use might be desirable, but too 
small and soft for market. 
THE MINER GROUP. 
This class is regarded as intermediate between the Americana and 
Wild Goose groups, resembling the former very closely. It includes some 
very excellent varieties for culinary purposes. Essentially the same 
statements apply here as were made regarding the Americana group 
concerning insects and. diseases. 
FoREST RosE : -A medium sized native sort. Tree vigorous and 
prolific, fruit of good quality, with little or no acidity of skin and stone. 
Seems inclined to overbear and the fruit is small in consequence. FoREST 
RosE IMPROVED seems to be larger and better in some respects. 
lDALL:-.- A productive and desirable sort for home use, especially 
for eating raw. Possibly not large enough for market, besides the fruit 
falls easily and cracks badly. It is worthy of trial because of its excellent 
quality and fine appearance. 
MINER:- One of the best of the class. Fruit medium to large, dull 
red and of excellent quality. Valuable both for home use and for market. 
PRAIRIE Fr.owER: -Tree vigorous and prolific; fruit medium to 
large, red, sweet with but little acidity of stone. This appears to l)e 
one of the most promising of native varieties, .especially because of large 
size and good quality. It does not cook to pieces and is unsurpassed 
for canning; while it is worthy of trial for market it is especially recom-
mended for home use. 
THE WILD GOOSE GROUP. 
The varieties of this class are mostly strong in growth and very 
fruitful. The foliage is smooth and glossy, resembling that CJif the 
peach. The fruit is thin-skinned, juicy, often watery, usually not of 
high quality. The species is more southerly in its range than the Amer-
icana, but is perfectly hardy in this state. The fruit is attacked by the 
curculio but much of it escapes injur.y, and a crop is common even with-
out jarring. The trees of this class are subject to the same diseases 
referred to as attacking Americana varieties. Fruit of this class meets 
with a fair demand in our markets, but at a lower price than the domestica 
varieties. Varieties of this class are preeminently reliable in fruiting 
qualities. 
CHOPTANK:- A seedling of Wild Goose, about the same size and 
a little later in ripening. Tree vigorous and prolific; fruit medium to · 
large, bright red, very attracttve in appearance, rather acid but of good 
quality. Undoubtedly this will prove to be a profitable market sort in 
many sections, as the fruit i3 beautjfully colored and very firm. The 
tree is ornamental both in foliage and fruit. 
.. 
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MILTON :- Somewhat like Wild Goose in habit of growth; fruit 
ripening at the same time, or a little earlier. One of the most promising 
of the class. 
PooLE's PRIDE:- Habit of growth rather more vigorous than Wild 
Goose; fruit a little larger and later in .ripening and superior to that 
variety in quality. This variety has been so satisfactory here that it is 
confidently recommended both for home use and market. 
WILD GoosE:- One of the best known of native sorts and for this 
reason it seems to be the standard by which native varieties are com-
monly' judged. Its earliness and prolificacy are its chief merits. In 
quality it is inferior to many other native varieties, nor is it as large 
as some. It is valuable for market in a limited way, and as far as sales 
can be effected its culture is very profitable. It may be regarded as super-
seded by better varieties. 
WHITAKER:~ Tree a vigorous grower, and needs cutting back to 
thicken the.naturally long ancl slender growth. Fruit medium to large, 
red, of fair quality, ripening with Wild Goose. 
THE WAYLAND GROUP. 
Formerly this was included in the Wild Goose group. In habit 
of growth the trees are similar in both groups, but the foliage of varie-
ties of the Wayland group is very shiny, and in some case~ bears a 
close resemblance to that of the osage orange, being quite ornamental. 
The fruit is very firm, and even when fully ripe is not so watery as that 
of the Wild Goose class .• 
Some varieties of this class are very ornamental in both foliage and 
fruit. The varieties are mostly late in ripeni!}g, and some do not always 
mature in the northern part of the state. As a· class, they are wonder-
fully prolific, and are but little troubled by disease or insects,· although 
not exempt from those mentioned as affecting varieties of other classes. 
GoLDEN BEAUTY:- A medium sized, yellow variety, sweet and of 
good quality when eaten raw, _but very :;tcid when cooked. Tree very 
ornamental when in fruit, and the bright green foliage is beautiful during 
the entire season. 
MISSOURI APRJCOT: -A medium sized, yellow plum, somewhat like 
Golden Beauty. Quality g.oocl when fully ripe, but develops considerable 
acidity in cooking. There are so many better varieties that but little 
can be said in its favor. 
MoREMAN :__:A medium sized, bright red variety; late in ripening, 
not always reaching maturity in this latituae. · Useful chiefly for jelly, 
and as an ornamental tree. 
REED:- A vigorous and prolific, native variety, with bright, shiny 
foliage, somewhat resembling the osage orange in appearance. A.s an 
ornamental tree it is worthy of consideration, for it is beautiful in foliage 
during the entire season of growth .and very striking when in fruit. The 
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fruit is of medium size, bright scarlet, appeariag as thoogh polish~d, and 
·of good quality. It is rather acid when cooked, but yields a jelly whiclt 
is unsurpassed in flavor and of a rich carmine color. In a limited way 
this variety would prove profitable for market, and it is deserving of 
a place on the 1a wn or in the g.arden. 
SucKER STATE:- In habit of growth, size and form of fruit much 
1ike the Reed, but the fruit is duller in color and a little earlier in ripen-
ing. It will serve the same purpose as the Reed, although less desirable 
as an ornamental tree. 
THE CHICKASAW. GROUP. 
In habit of growth similar to the Wild Goose type, but ratheT 
dwarfer and more ~preading. The twigs are zigzag in growth, slendeT, 
red in color. The leaves are slender, often very small, shiny, and folded, 
or trough-like. The fruit is juicy, often stringy, and usually not of 
high quality. Although southern in habit the. varieties, so far as tested, 
are hardy here. For domestic purposes the varieties of this group prob-
ably take the lowest place of any of the natives. The same remarks apply 
regarding diseases and insects as have been made concerning the other 
native groups. 
JENNIE LucAs:- A very early, medium sized plum of but little 
value except for earliness, being one of the first to ripen. Color duB 
and quality poor. 
PoTTAWATTAMIE:- A very prolific, medium sized, red plum, ripen-
ing soon after Wild Goose. It is much inclinoo to overbear and conse-
quently is usually very small. It can hardly be recommended where bet-
ter sorts can be grown. 
NEW:MAN:- One of the best of the Chickasaw class, a,nd may be 
rariked as desirable, although there are many other better varieties ripen-
ing at about the same time. 
YELWW TRANSPARENT:·- Tree quite vigorous, forming a handsome 
top. Fruit of medium size and of good quality, but cracks badly. Ripens 
early, or at about the.same time as the Wild Goose. While it has some 
value its usefulness is quite limited. 
,THE TRIFLORA GROUP, OR JAPANESE PLUMS. 
This interesting group is now well known to plum grqwers, al-
though but recently intro~uced. The trees are robust in habit and mostly 
very prolific, for which .reason the varieties of this class have, from the 
first, been regarded favorably by both nurserymen and fruit grqwers. 
The flowers are usually borne three to each bud, which gives the name 
"triflora." The fruit is usually globular and mostly highly colored, gen-
erally clingstone, quite subject to rot, and not exempt from the attack 
.o'f curculios. A prominent characteristic is the habit of early blooming, 
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·which makes the varieties of this class rather uncertain in some localities. 
"In hardin.ess the class is hardly equal to the domesticas, although this 
does not hold good of aU varieties, there being a wide range in their 
ability to withstand cold. Possibly expectations have been raised too high 
concerning Japanese plums, but, without a doubt, there are some valuable 
varieties found in the class. 
• A:s~JNDANCE:- This is one oi the most valuable of the Japanese 
sorts. The tree is vigorous and upright in growth artd quite hardy, al-
though the blossom buds suffered considerably here in the severe win-
ters of 1897 and 1899. It has the fault of most other varieties of the 
class of blooming very early, hence it should not be planted in localities 
subject to late spring frosts. The fruit is medium to large, bright red, 
attractive in appearance and of good quality. Ripens a little after Red 
Jur.e. It is less subject to rot than Burbank, but more so than Red 
June. . Probably in but few localities can it be planted safely for market, 
. but it will, most likely, prove profitable in a smalf way and desirable for 
home use. 
BAILEY:- Closely resembling Chabot and by some regard-ed as 
'identical. 
BURBANK : - This is now recognized as one of the best 6f the 
Japanese sorts. The tree is vigorous and uncommonly prolific, and be-
.gins to bear very young. Fruit medium to large,. bright and attractive 
in color and of fair quality; early to medium in time of ripening. Its 
chief fault is susceptibility to rot. No variety surpasses it in prolificacy 
and precociousness. 
CHABOT: -One of the best of the Japanese sorts. Tree vigorous, 
prolific; fruit large, beautifully colored and of good quality. Seems to 
be rather hardier than most varieties of this class and also less subject 
to rot. Ripens later than Burbank and at about the same time as 
Lombard. 
HALE:- Not fruited here, although our tree is of sufficient ·size 
·and age. The flower buds were all killed and the tree received consider-
able injury last winter. 
KERR:- A very early yellow variety; medium to large, of fair 
quality; ripens before Red June and Wild Goose, and about the same 
lime as Ogon. Earliness seems to be its strongest recommendation. 
0GON:- An early ripening, yellow fruited, variety. Although not 
of high quality its earliness and large size combine to make this a variety 
of considerable promise for market purposes. It is suitable for canning, 
although ripening rather early for that purpose, being a little earlier 
than Abundance. 
RED JuNE :- Because of extreme earliness, fine appearance and com-
parative hardiness, this variety seems destined to take rank as one of 
the best of the Japalilese sorts. It is nearly two weeks.earlier than 
Abundance and ripens at about th, same time as Wild Goose. It has 
proveci hardier here than' either ·Burbank or Abundance, and less in-
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dined to rot. The fruit is medium to large, well colored and of good 
quality. It can hardly fail to prove profitable for market, in a limited 
way at least. Although not quite as early as Willard, it is larger and 
of much better quality. , 
SATSUMA: -This variety has proved to be quite tender here, the 
blossoms having been winter killed when Burbank, Abundance and Red 
June have borne crops. The trees f.J.ave suffered fully as much ~s peach 
trees near by. They bore a partial crop in I898, nearly all of which 
rotted before fully mature. The variety seems to have little to recom-
mend it for this latitude. 
WILLARD:- This is the earliest of Japanese va.rieties, but on account 
of small size and poor quality it cannot be regarded with much favor. 
Earliness seems to be its sole ~erit. 
THE OOMESTICA GROUP. 
The common Domestica, or European plum, is best known of all 
the different groups, and at present is the most important of all. The 
varieties vary greatly in vigor of growth and productiveness, as well as 
in susceptibility to disease. Black-knot and shot-hole fungus affect all 
varieties, but some are more susceptible than others. The fruit rot is 
the most serious obstacle in the culture of varieties of this class. Alt 
are su1Jject .to the attacks of the curculio. There is some difference in 
varieties as regards hardiness, but nearly all must be classed as half 
hardy in this state. In the winter of I896-97, the fruit buds of nearly 
all varieties of this class were killed in the Station orchard, not enough 
remaining of any variety to give a crop. In the winter of I898-99 much 
injury was done to many varieties, and similar reports have been received 
from other sections. 
ARCH DuKE: -A very late ripening, large, dark blue sort, of cdn-
siderable promise. A little later than Grand Duke, and tree a better 
grower. Has fruited here one season only, but it appears to possess 
great merit. 
BRADSHAw : -A free growing, healthy and prolific variety, ripen-
ing earlier than most others of the class. It does not come into bearing 
as early as some, but begins to give good crops at about six years of 
age. Fruit large, purplish red and of good quality. Although it seems 
to do well in all parts of the state it has not been plf!nted as largely as 
it deserves to be. · 
CoE's GoLDEN DROP:- A.very large, late ripening, yellow, or gre~n­
isb-yellow variety. Tree rather slow in growth and does better if top 
worked. It may not ripen in some parts of the state, on heavy soils, but 
in many sections would, no doubt, prove satisfactory. Much better in 
quality and less subject to rot than Yellow Egg. 
CLYMAN:- A medium sized, reddish purple variety, of good quality. 
Tree quite vigorous and prolific. The chief merit of this variety is its 
• 
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earliness, ripening ahead of most others of its class, and at about the 
same time as Wild Goose, or a month ahead of Lombard, and ten days 
in advance of Czar. It is rather hardier also than most other European 
sorts, having passed two severe winters here with comparatively little 
damage. The Czar has been reported earlier than Clyman by some, but 
there were ten days in favor of the Clyman here, besides the latter is 
decidedly the hardier. A seedling on trial seems to be as early as Clyman 
and considerably larger. 
· . CzAR:- A m~dium to large, blue pluD of considerable ,merit, but 
probably not equal to Clyman .. Reported as tender in Nev,v York and 
Canada, but not fully tested here, as we, have only one tree which bore 
for the first time in I 899. It i€ a little larger and of better color than 
Clyman, and may prove valuable to plant for a succession, ripening as 
it does, about two weeks in advance of Bradshaw. 
DuANE's PuRPLE:- A medium to large, purplish variety, ripening 
at midseason, or at about the same time as the Lombard. 
ELWOOD:- This appears to be the same as Lombard. 
EARLY RED RussiAN:- A small to medium sized, coppery-red plum, 
of comparatively little value. It ripens between Bradshaw and Lombard, 
hence has nothing in the way of earliness to recommend it, although the 
name would seem to imply that it is an early sort. 
GRAND DuKE:- A very "moderate grower and requires some age 
before good crops are produced. Would do better if top grafted on some 
strong growing sort. Fruit very large, dark blue, with abundant bloom. 
Very showy, hence a good market sort, and of good quality for table 
use. One of the latest in ripening, and does not come into competition 
with very many other good -varieties, hence a safe variety to plant. 
GERMAN PRUNE: -A well known and valuable sort. Tree a rather 
poor grower; fruit medium to large, dark blue, late in ripening. Suit-
able either for home use or for market. 
GuErr:- A medium to large, dark purple variety, and has been quite 
extensively wanted in this state. Tree quite vigorous and a good bearer, 
but the fruit is somewhat inclined to rot. Ripens a little after midsea-
son, or about two weeks later than Lombard. It may be regarded as a 
safe variety to plant, as it always finds a ready sale in market. 
IMPERIAL GAGE:- A greenish-yellow plum of excellent quality; 
medium to large, ripening with the Lombard. The tree is quite vigor-
. ous and prolific, and in every way this is a desirable variety. The fact 
that it ripens at a time when so many other good varieties are ripe detracts 
somewhat from its value for market, but for home use it is unexcelled 
and should be in every collection. 
LINCOLN ~-Tree a slow ~nd irregu~ar grower, and should be 
grafted on some free growing sort. Fruit large to very large, coppery-
red, quality good; ripens a little before Bradshaw. Because of large 
size, beauty and earliness this is likely to become a popular variety. 
I.t has fruited here but Olfe season but.it must be ranked as very promising. 
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LoMBARD:- One of the best known and most extensively planted 
of European sorts. It is one of the most prolific and early fruiting of 
the class, but is inferior to many others both in size and quality. While 
it is generally reliable it has been planted too freely in many localities. 
Ot>ELL: -Resembles the Lombard so, closely that the same terms 
-rnust be used in describing both. Possibly the Odell is less vigorous than 
the Lombard, but the time of ripening is the same with both. 
PoND's SEEDLING:- A very large, late ripening variety. Although 
the fruit ~s large and showy the v_ariety is not regarded as a profit;lble 
market sort. It is considerably inclined to rot and is not so ·prolific as . 
many others. In quality it ranks as medium, hence it is less desirable for 
home use than many others. 
PRINCE OF WALES:- Tree vigorous and prolific, with healthy, dark-
green foliage; fruit large, round, coppery-red, and of good quality; time 
-of ripening, midseason. This variety has been but little grown in this 
state, but because of its vig()r and health. of tree, combined with its 
showy fruit and prolificacy, it ought to become popular. Its season of 
ripening is about the same as the Lombard. 
QuACKENBOS:- Tree vigorous; foliage uncommonly healthy, but 
it has not borne well here; fruit large, dark blue; ripening at midseason. 
If sufficiently prolific it seems to have c!Jnsiderable merit. 
RICHLAND:- A prolific and reliable variety, but too small, and 
ripens at a time when many larger sorts are in the market. It may do 
very well where there is no competition with better ·varieties, but it must 
give place to tho5e which are larger and more showy. It is excellent for 
canning, however, and possesses qualitie~ which recommend it for the 
home garden. · 
REINE CLAUDE DE BAVAY: ...:...._Commonly written "Reine Claude," and 
sometimes. "Bavay," simply. Tree very prolific, fruit. medium to ·larg-e, 
greenish-yellow, very sweet 8nd of the highest quality. Desirable in 
every way and tan be recommended both for home use <1.nd for market. 
Rather late in ripening. 
MooRE's ARCTIC:- Tree a moderate grower and quite prolific; fruit 
-of medium size, dark blue and of good quality. It has the reputation of 
being hardier than most of the European varieties, and such it has proved 
to be here. It has en·dured the cold better than any variety of its class, 
and is less subject to rot than most others. It is too small to find a 
ready sale when the market is supplied with larger plums, but it deserves 
a place because of its reliabi1ity. · 
MissouRI GREEN GAGE:- A greenish-yellow variety of excellent 
quality, being fully equal to Reme Claude, but two or three weeks .earlier. 
It does not ripen at the best time for market, but is valuable for home use. 
MuRDY:---;- Closely resembles Pond's Seedling in every partictda:r. 
Although it may be of distinct origin, no points of superiority over Pon<l's 
·Seedling have yet been observed. 
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SIMPSON:- A .medium to large, yellow vanety, ripening a little be-
fore Lombard; quality excellent, but the abundant blo9m gives the fruit 
a rather dull appearance. The tree is vigorous and quite prolific. It 
is earlier than most of the other yellow varieties and seems but little 
inclined to rot, hence it appears to be worthy of further trial. 
SPAULPING:- In many respects this is ~n excellent variety, but it 
ripens in midseason, at a time when. there are many other good sorts in 
the market; hen~e, as it has nothing to recommend it above a· number 
of other g9od kinds it may not take a place in the standard list. The 
fruit is greenish-yellow, of good quality, and hut little subject to rot. It. 
is qesirable for home use. · 
SARATOGA:- Resembles Lombard so closely that a description of one 
serves equally well for the other. 
TATGE: - Said to be hardier than Lombard, but the same descrip-
tion answers for both. Its hardiness has not been fully tested here. 
UNION PuRPLE:- A large, fine, purple plum, regarded with eon-
sider.able favor in some local·ities. The trees are rather slow in com-
. ing into bearing, however, and are only moderately prolific, and the fruit· 
is mu~h inclined to rot. It can hardly be recomrnenled for market pur-
poses, but its large size and good quality entitle it to some consideration. 
YELLOW EGG:- A large, yellow variety, of rather low quality, ripen-
ing at midseason. It has borne good crops here, but has retted worse: 
than- most other varieties. Its fine appearan~e makes it a good market 
variety, and for canning it ranks as first class. Wh~re it succeeds an~ 
th~ rot can be controlled it is a desirable variety. 
HYBRlD PLUMS. 
While a number of varieties of this class have been planted, only• 
two have fruited here ,and these not sufficiently long to determine their 
value. 
GoLD:- A very prolific and beautiful yellow variety, ripening at· 
rnidseason. Fru'it large, somewhat apple shaped, yellow with red cheek,. 
often entirely covered With red when fully ripe; quality fair. The ex-
ceeding: prolificacy and precociousness of· this variety, together with its. 
fine .appearance, would appear to indicate great val,ue, but it· does not· 
ripen properly here. Just before maturity a deep· red spot shows on one, 
side of each fruit; which appears to develop into a sort of· bitter rot, 
rendering the fruit unpalatable. When preperly ripened the fruit • is 
of ·fair quality, althoitg4 rather soft and watery. We had better· success. 
in ripening the fruit off the tree than on; but in no case was the quality 
up to the desired standard. It may be found to be of considerable value 
for market because of its beauty and pr0lificacy. · 
JUICY:- Fruit rather longer· tpan Gold attd smaller but of the 
same .color, Tree a stronger, grower· than Gold, but not . ~ore prolific. 
Probably -net· d{lsirable; because of rather >'inferior quality, but further· 
trial may show that it has value as a market sort . 
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SUMMARY. 
(1) About 175 varieties of plums have been planted in the Station 
orchard and nearly half of these have borne fruit, but the trial has been 
too short for critical comparison in all cases. 
(2) Observations of some of the more common varieties have been 
extended to orchards in oth'er parts Qf the state, but this method has not 
been found to be practicable with many .of the newer sorts. 
(3) Varieties are grouped into classes, for convenience, and while 
• such grouping may not seem to have much practical value it is often 
useful in associating resemblances, and enabling one to hold in mind 
the prominent characteristics of several varieties as easily as of a single 
one. 
(4) Native plums are divided into several groups, but it may be 
s_aid of them, as a whole, that they are injured less by the curculio, are 
not ~o liable to rot and are hardier than European varieties. 
(5) Native plums are infertile when planted alone, and where a 
few varieties are planted care should be taken to select varieties whiCh 
bloom at about the same time, in order to insure fertilization of blossoms. 
(6) The Americana group is the hardiest of the natives, as well 
as of all other classes. The trees are vigorous, with dark green leaves; 
the fruit is firm, with thick skin, dull in color but usually high in quality, 
although having more or less astringency next to skin and stone. Some 
·of the varieties of this class are desirable for home use, but, owing to 
rather unattractive appearance, but tew of those now known are likely to 
prove profitable for market. The ±ollowing are some of the most desir-
able that have been grown here: American Eagle, Champion, Hawkeye, 
lllinois Ironclad, Louisa, Rollingstone, Weaver. -
(7) The Miner group is intermediate between the Americana and· 
Wild Goose groups, and includes some choice varieties for culinary pur-
poses. The following are desirable: Forest Rose, Miner, Prairie Flower. 
(8) The Wild Goose group: The varieties of this class are mostly 
vigorous and very fruitful. The foliage resembles that of the peach, 
the fruit is thin-skinned, juicy and often watery, and usually not of high 
quality. Although not as hardy as the Americana species all vari~ties 
that have been grown here have endured our winters. In some sections 
the fruit of varieties of this class is in good demand in the market, but 
in this !'\tate it usually sells at a lower price than that of the Domestica 
-class. The following are worthy varieties: Choptank, Milton, Poole's 
Pride, Wild Goose, Whitaker. 
(9) The Wayland group: Similar in habit of growth to Wild 
Goose, but the foliage is more shiny, the trees being quite ornamental. 
The fruit is very firm, not watery, and of fair quality, and in most cases, 
very bright ~nd beautiful in color. The following are desirable varie-
ties: Golden Beauty, Reed, Sucker State, Wayland, Moreman. 
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(ro) The Chickasaw group: Rather dwarfer and more spreading 
than the Wild Goose group. Fruit juicy, watery and usually not of high 
quality. The least desirable of any of the native groups for domestic 
uses. The following are among the best varieties : Newman, Potta .. 
wattamie, Yellow Transparent. 
· (I I) The Triflora group, or Japanese plums : Trees robust in habit 
and mostly very fruitful. Fruit usually handsomely colored and of good 
quality, but most varieties quite inclined to r:ot. Trees bloom very early 
and most varieties are rather tender in bud. As a class the Japanese sorts 
have been overrated, but many of the varieties possess considerable merit. 
The following are some of the best that have been fruited here: Abund-
ance, Chabot, Burbank, Ogon, Red June. 
( I2) The Domestica group : This is the well known European 
plum. At present it is the most important class, although subject to 
numerous diseases and very liable to the attacks of the curculio. The 
following varieties have been iound to be valuable, both here and in other 
portions of the state: Arch Duke, Bradshaw, Coe's Golden Drop, Grand 
Duke, German Prune, Gueii, Imperial Gage, Lincoln, Prince of Wales, 
Rein~ Claude de Bavay, Yellow Egg. 
( I3) Hybrid plums: But two varieties of this class have fruited 
here, viz.: Gold and Juicy. Both are very prolific; beautiful in color, 
but somewhat deficient in quality. More time is required to determine 
their value. 
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